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CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 1609 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: AEMR CB MY PFOR PINS 

SUB J : WITHDRAWAL OF MALAYSIAN MISSION FROM PHNOM PENH 
REF: PHNOM PENH 5413 (NOTAL) 

1. MFA UNDERSECRETARY (SOUTHEAST ASIA) YUSOF HITAM 
CONFIRMED TO DCM MARCH 27 THAT MALAYSIAN CHARGE AND ALL 
REMAINING STAFF WITHDRAWN FROM PHNOM PENH VIA AIR CAMBODGE 
TO SINGAPORE ON MARCH 26. HE EMPHASIZED THAT ALTHOUGH 

GOM WOULD HAVE PREFERRED TO STAY, DECISION TAKEN ON 
GROUNDS OF "PERSONAL SECURITY" AND GKR "VERY UNDERSTANDING" 
ABOUT IT. MALAYSIAN AMBASSADOR IN BANGKOK REMAINS 
ACCREDITED TO PHNOM PENH AND (FORMER) CHARGE AND TWO OR 
THREE OTHERS WILL BE JOINING HIS STAFF WITHIN DAY OR SO. 

2. YUSOF COMMENTED THAT SHOULD PHNOM PENH FALL, GOM 
WOULD WATCH SITUATION FOR "FEW WEEKS" AND MAKE DECISION 
ABOUT RELATIONS WITH ANY NEW GOVERNMENT AFTER CONSULTATIONS 
WITHIN ASEAN. 
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3. YUSOF ALSO NOTED THAT MALAYSIAN AMBASSADOR IN 
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BANGKOK HAD REPORTED THAT DESPITE PUBLIC STATEMENTS TO 
CONTRARY, AMERICAN AIR I, TFT OF MILITARY SUPPLIES FROM 
THAILAND CONTINUING WITHOUT INTERRUPTION. HE WONDERED 
WHETHER DCM COULD CONFIRM. DCM REPLIED IN AFFIRMATIVE. 

UNDERHILL 
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